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ferred, paradoxically but presciently, to attack England in
Egypt! On 18 May 1798 he set sail at the head of a great
expedition from Toulon. Malta was occupied without re-
sistance from the Knights (10 June) ; Bonaparte landed his
troops in Egypt (i July) ; took Alexandria (2 July) ; fought
and won the battle of the Pyramids (21 July), and occupied
Cairo on the 22nd. Egypt was in his hands. But Nelson
and the English fleet were on his track, and on i August
they annihilated the French fleet in the battle of the Nile.
Nelson's great victory rendered Bonaparte's position in
Egypt exceedingly precarious. Deprived of his fleet, cut
off from his base, a lesser man would have deemed it des-
perate. On i September Turkey, encouraged by Nelson's
victory, declared war on the French and prepared for the
reconquest of Egypt. Bonaparte, therefore, determined to
take the offensive in Syria. He took Jaffa by assault, laid
siege to Acre (March 1799) and inflicted a terrible defeat
upon the Turks at Mount Tabor (16 April). Acre, thanks
to Sir Sidney Smith, proved impregnable, and Bonaparte
decided to retreat on Egypt. From Egypt the Turks were
determined to dislodge him. On n July a second Turkish
army dispatched from Rhodes disembarked at Aboukir,
only to be annihilated by the French and driven headlong
into the sea on 25 July. This battle of Aboukir (to be care-
fully distinguished from Nelson's victory in Aboukir Bay
twelve months earlier) established Bonaparte's supremacy
in Egypt. But it was a barren victory. News from France
convinced him that the moment for striking the effective
blow in French politics had come, and that it must be struck
in Paris. On 25 August, precisely a month after the victory
of Aboukir, he embarked at Alexandria, leaving the com-
mand in Egypt to Kleber. The Mediterranean was care-
fully patrolled by the English fleet, but Bonaparte managed
to evade it, landed at Frejus on 9 October, and on the i6th
reached Paris. On 9 November he carried out the coup
d'etat of xSth Brumaire, and by a single blow, struck
at precisely the right moment, made himself master of
France.